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         The Weight of Words 1 

 

“Ladies and gentlemen! We are not as dreadful as our primary enemy, and we cannot shatter Jewry 

by ourselves; we do not imagine it is so easy. However, we have decided not to come with any buts 

or ifs. But once the matter comes to the solution, it will be done, and done thoroughly.” -- Adolf 

Hitler, Speech at the Great Hall of the Hofbrauhaus, Munich, Germany, August 15, 1920. 

 

Mama says she remembers this speech…the speech of 1920…and Johanna, the friend it cost her. 

Tears stream like a river for Johanna.  

Her father’s words echo. 

“Get out of my house, you Jewish rat!” he screams. 

Cold, desolate streets 

Wailing wind…a moan of despair 

Something had changed. 

Johanna, eyes watering and glazed with anguish 

“You must leave,” she’d said. “My father…he’s coming. He just got back from the party meeting in 

Munich. You must leave.” 

“Why?” Mama had answered. 

 Boots… 
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Pounding…   

His face 

Red with anger 

His, cold, hard, suffocating stare….  

The heavy, wooden door slamming in Mama’s face. 

Something had changed.  

A new reality…a new weight 

It was the weight of words. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

“…the personification of the devil as the symbol of all evil assumes the living shape of the Jew.”—

Adolf Hitler, Mein Kampf, 1925. 

 

Papa came home. 

Battered and bruised 

Papa came home. 

Shaken and fearful  

Papa said… 

There were thousands, he’d been told.  
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Thousands of souls, listening to the ranting, heartless voice. 

Almost 25,000 desperate souls 

Listening, and believing 

Believing the lies  

He tried to stay low…he tried. 

They came at him. 

Rushing, running to him 

Gash, gouge, strike 

The ground came next. 

The hard, thick cement 

Hateful names tumbled out of the mouths. 

He saw the black, jagged letters. 

Almost mocking him …from the cover… 

The cover of Mein Kampf. 

Papa sat on the edge of his bed. 

Tired, scared, hurt 

That’s when I knew. 
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Reality had changed again.  

More burdens … more weight.  

The unbearable weight of words. 

 

“The goal of the Jew is to make himself the ruler of humanity. Wherever he comes, he destroys 

works of culture. He is not a creative spirit, rather a destructive spirit.” – Deutcher National-

Katechismsus,(The German National Cathechism), 1934. 

 

Lined up in rows…chanting in unison 

“Zerstörerischer Geist!” 

The lesson of the day 

Classmates staring 

Staring at the six of us 

Arrogance in their eyes 

Their cunning smiles 

Our teacher…in the front, smirking 

I don’t know what to do.  
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My face burns hot. 

Their eyes glow with hatred. 

The bell rings. 

On to the next lesson… 

A friendly face, I hope to see. 

Mama’s friend from synagogue 

I walk in, my heart sinks. 

She’s not there. 

It’s a new face, but I know it so well. 

That familiar smirk 

That cunning smile 

“I’ll be your new science teacher,” he says. 

“Frau Werner will not be returning.” 

It’s a new burden, a new weight 

Behold the weight of words. 
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 “The genetic, physical, and spiritual characteristics of the Jew are so foreign and different to us that 

any association with a Jew must be rejected by any German with sound instincts, even by the 

smallest, simplest child.” –Erblehre und Rasssenkunde fur die Grund-und Hauptschule (Heredity 

and Racial Science for Elementary and Secondary Schools), 1937. 

 

“Klara.” 

I look up. 

“Why don’t you be our volunteer again,” he says. 

A slow walk to the front from the back. 

I hear their whispers. 

“Her nose, her hair…” 

But it is normal now. 

He points. 

At my mouth, nose, ears, eyes 

Just like last lesson 

I see the paper. 

On each desk 
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Each sheet, “How to Identify a Jew.” 

“A Jew is short and stocky, has a crooked nose,” he states. 

I can’t breathe. 

He measures my head, my nose, too. 

It’s not over. 

It will never be over. 

I get home, Mama has news. 

I must go to a new school. 

A new law 

Even more words…and they hurt even more. 

The unbearable weight of words 

 

With respect of the Jewish Question, the Führer has decided to make a clean sweep. He prophesied 

to the Jews that if they again brought about a world war, they would live to see their annihilation in 

it. That wasn’t just a catchword . . . If the German people have now against sacrificed 160,000 dead 

on the eastern front, then those responsible for this bloody conflict will have to pay with their lives.” 

Joseph Goebbels, 1941. 
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A pounding at the door 

Papa knows something.      

Something is going to happen. 

Another pound at the door 

“Mach jetzt auf!” 

Papa opens the door. 

They bring him outside… 

He comes back in…scared and lost. 

“We, we, we have to leave…now.” he says, stuttering.  

We scurry…to grab anything and everything we can. 

I find a photo… 

Before 

Before the war 

Before the hatred 

Mama sees the photo. 

She smiles. 

I haven’t seen that face in ages. 
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I keep it safe for her. 

We leave everything. 

Onto the car  

I recognize others.         

I see Frau Werner... 

Days pass … they pull us out. 

A big gate appears 

With the mocking words 

“Arbeit Macht Frei” 

They rush us in. 

They yell, they scream. 

I feel an arm grab me. 

It pulls me down. 

Something falls… the photo. 

I grab for it, but I can’t reach. 

It’s lost, like the lost souls. 

The weight…the burden 
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It breaks me. 

The weight of words broke us all. 
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