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“Truth” 

David is walking down the street with his best friend Gaston after school. They are 

Laughing and joking the whole way. Gaston's house is closer so they get there first. As they get in 

front of the house Gaston's dad comes out. He is furious with Gaston for walking around with a 

Jew and commands Gaston to get into the house immediately. Since Gaston's father was 

watching, David couldn't even wave his friend goodbye 

Once he got home David starts to think. He starts to think of why Gaston's father does 

not like him and how he can get him to like him. He can not think of anything so he goes to his 

neighbor's house. His neighbor is Mr. Cohan and he tells him about his problem. Mr. Cohan says 

that some people have had their minds clouded by bad people. David asks, "How do I clear it?" 

Mr. Cohan says show him something that he can't deny, show him the truth 

Over the next few months, the Nazi party grew in power. David tried to find ways to 

show Gaston's father the truth but failed. The Nazi party takes over and they started to take the 

Jews away. David and his family live in fear of the day the Nazi soldiers would come to their 

house. David Does not get to see Gaston almost at all anymore but their friendship is still strong. 

The day the Nazi soldiers come to David's home. His parents knew that the soldiers were there 

and sent him to Mr. Cohan's house. He stayed there for a few weeks but eventually, the soldiers 

came for Mr. Cohan. Mr. Cohan made sure to send David out the back to make sure that he did 

not get taken too. 

This left him with only one person he could go to, Gaston. So he went on his way 
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sneaking through yards trying not to be seen. He was almost caught by a woman looking out of 

her window; she was not paying attention. He got to Gaston's house and got his attention through 

his bedroom window. Gaston is surprised to see him and he opens his window to talk to him. He 

asks, "What are you doing here?" "I have nowhere else to go." My father will report you if he 

finds you." I need your help. Is there anywhere you can hide me?" 

Gaston thinks for some time and eventually tells David that he could get him into the 

Sewers. He knew about them after helping his uncle last year with his job. "How will I get food 

though?" "Since last year my father has started working late so I can bring you food 

after dark. But for now, get inside my room and I will get you into the sewers later." David 

climbs in and Gaston brings him things to take into the sewers with him. He brought a book, an 

old gas lamp, a lighter, and a bag with some bread and water in it. Night came and the two boys 

snuck out, David carrying the things Gaston gave him and Gaston carrying a metal tool which 

David is unfamiliar with. Gaston uses the tool and takes the lid off and David starts to climb in. 

"I will see you tomorrow, and Gaston thank you." Gaston just smiles back. 

Being in the sewer was a torcher for David. It was so dark and wet. He could not tell 

whether it was night or day. All he could think about were his mother and father and if they are 

okay. He was especially worried about Mr. Cohan and didn't even want to imagine what could 

have happened to him. Day after day he could hear people outside enjoying life while he was 

down there. He thought, "Why me?" "Why do they hate us so much when we are just like 

them?" "They do not even see us as human, but instead a disease polluting their world." David 
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remembered what Mr. Cohan said. "They have just been fooled, but you can always show them the 

truth. 

Day after day Gaston would bring David some food and a book every time he finished 

the previous one. This went on for a long time. One day Gaston's father decided to come home 

early to find his son outside in the dark and putting something into the sewer. He confronted his 

son. "What are you doing out here and what did you just take over there?" "Oh, it is nothing 

father, I was just going out for some fresh air." Not believing him he went inside. He grabbed 

a lamp and the tool for opening the sewer entrance. He walks his way over to the sewer entrance 

with his son trying desperately to stop him, but he was unsuccessful and his father got to the 

entrance. He opened it and shined the lamp in. What he saw was young David in a pitiful state. 

He was as thin as a pencil. His eyes were dead. They held no hope. Seeing this made Gaston's 

father realise that these people were not evil. They were just people trying to live their lives.He 

saw the truth. 

He brought David out and brought him into the house and cared for him and hid him. 

David remained in their house till the end of the war. After the war he reunited with his mother 

and father who luckily survived, but when trying to find Mr. Cohan he discovered that he had 

been killed. Mr. Cohan might have died but those words of advice that he gave David lived inside 

him, show him the Truth. 
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